June 15, 2006

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1159

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE NASHVILLE
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me today to mark the final
performance of the Nashville Symphony Or-
chestra at the Tennessee Performing Arts
Center this May 27th.

Since its premier season in 1980-1981, the
Tennessee Performing Arts Center has pro-
vided a magnificent setting for the Nashville
Symphony.

Today we remember fondly the years our
symphony has spent at the Tennessee Per-
forming Arts Center, but look forward to many
wonderful performances in the new world
class Schermerhorn Symphony Center.

It is appropriate that the new facility be
named after Principal Conductor Kenneth
Schermerhorn, who led the symphony so ca-
pably for 20 vyears. We miss Maestro
Schermerhorn, but | know he’d be pleased to
see the symphony making the move to this
new, world class space.

| hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating the members, staff, and many,
many fans of the Nashville Symphony Orches-
tra as they celebrate their success.

————

ON DRILLING IN THE ARCTIC
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | made the at-
tached statement in opposition to drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge on May 25,
2006:

Here we go again. For decades, this Con-
gress has rejected attempts to drill in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in recogni-
tion of the fact that American working fami-
lies do not want it. It is bad for our economy
and it is a violation of human rights.

The effect on our economy of choosing a
path of yesterday over a positive vision of a
renewable energy future is stark. A report by
researchers at the University of California at
Berkeley found that ‘‘Across a broad range
of scenarios, the renewable energy sector
generates more jobs per average megawatt of
power installed, and per unit of energy pro-
duced, than the fossil fuel-based energy sec-
tor.”

Drilling in the Arctic Refuge is also a vio-
lation of the international human rights of
the native Gwich’in people. It threatens the
Porcupine Caribou Herd on which the
Gwich’in depend for subsistence, culture and
religion. We have no right to threaten their
culture and livelihood in order to prop up an
archaic energy policy.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this bill.

TRIBUTE TO WORLD ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS DAY

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the California Demo-
cratic Congressional Delegation, | rise in grati-
tude to recognize the efforts of the Inter-
national Network for the Prevention of Elder
Abuse, INPEA, in their extraordinary attempts
to raise awareness of elder abuse (which en-
compasses neglect or mal or mistreatment)
throughout the world. The nature of abuse as
a hidden problem is now universally accepted.
INPEA, as coauthor of the report Missing
Voice, 2002, with the World Health Organiza-
tion, states that “abuse, neglect and financial
exploitation of elders are much more common
than societies admit.” Missing Voices dem-
onstrates clear links between elder abuse, and
disempowerment and discrimination. INPEA
claims that “ultimately the challenge for us all
is not only to listen to what has been said, but
to believe and act upon it.” The key objective
of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day,
WEAAD, is to raise awareness of the ubiquity
of elder abuse and its consequences through-
out the world.

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, seeks
to foster independence and empowerment for
older adults to act for themselves and on their
own behalf; and to enable older adults to exer-
cise their rights and advocate for their own in-
terests. WEAAD also attempts to educate peo-
ple that older adults need to be aware of the
problem and of their rights, as well as avail-
able services and resources in their commu-
nity. Due to the collaborative efforts across the
nation, World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
places an emphasis on the need to encourage
closer and more positive contact between gen-
erations and to strengthen the positive atti-
tudes among youth toward their elders.

Continued education and prevention efforts
worldwide need to emphasize closer relations
between generations and | join my colleagues
in recognizing all of those community groups
across our great Nation that have made this
issue a priority in their value system. Such
laudable family tenets will only serve to create
a more caring, thus stable society.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues—Representa-
tives CAPPS, CARDOZA, ESHOO, HONDA, LAN-
TOS, LEE, LINDA SANCHEZ, LORETTA SANCHEZ,
SCHIFF and TAUSCHER—join me in recognizing
INPEA for their dedication and tireless efforts
in raising awareness of elderly abuse and its
consequences. Our communities will be
strengthened as a result of such international
efforts being promoted today, June 15, 2006,
at the United Nations Headquarters.

HONORING THE JOHN OVERTON
HIGH SCHOOL BAND

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the 65th anniversary of the attack on
Pearl Harbor.

Every December Americans gather in Ha-
waii to remember the day that so changed the
world. This year, the John Overton High
School band has been selected to represent
Tennessee as we commemorate Pearl Harbor
and honor those who died there on that fateful
December day. Making their second appear-
ance at this event, it's clear we’re being well
represented by members of the John Overton
High School band.

The band will take part in a parade marking
the day, perform at the USS Missouri Memo-
rial and lay a wreath at the USS Arizona Me-
morial. This once in a lifetime opportunity will
provide firsthand experience and insight into
the bombing of Pearl Harbor and | know the
students will never forget their time there.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating the John Overton
High School band, and their leader Jo Ann
Hood, on this wonderful honor. We applaud
their hard work and their commitment to hon-
oring America’s fallen heroes.

————

ON DRILLING FOR OIL AND GAS
ON THE OUTER CONTINENTAL
SHELF

HON. DENNIS KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | gave the at-
tached statement, in support of the OCS Dirill-
ing Ban Amendment to the FY2007 Interior
Appropriations Bill, H.R. 5386 on May 18,
2006:

I rise in strong support of this amendment
to preserve the popular and longstanding ban
on drilling off our coasts. First, let’s be clear
that there is no such thing as drilling for gas
only. Even the Administration and the en-
ergy industry have dismissed the idea as un-
workable. So this is nothing more than a fig
leaf.

But it’s a fig leaf that will bring toxic con-
tamination to our marine environment
merely three miles off our coasts. And it
could open the door to drilling in the Great
Lakes, which is also opposed by Great Lakes
residents.

We cannot forget that new drilling will
have no effect on energy prices for years. In
contrast, we have technologies to reduce our
addiction to o0il and natural gas that are
ready to go today. The problem is that we’re
subsidizing unsustainable energy production
like drilling for natural gas and oil while
failing to fund real renewable solutions. I
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